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Zncourageoient to \merican Poetic Talent I
b500 Prfmiuui.

IMPRESSED as I am with the controlling in¬
fluence which is exercised by the fine arts

arts upon the direction and destiny of human
uffuiri, it has given me infinite pleasure to
witness the bountiful manner in which, from
time to time, painting and statuary have been
encouraged and rewarded by the Councils of
the Nation.

But, while this acknowledgment is due to jthe discerning and worthy patrons of these \
noble, it is an equal source of humiliation &nd
sorrow to behold the apparent apathy and in-
difforence with which they seem to regard the
incomparably more valuable creations of
poetry.
To see them adorn the walls of the Capitol

with the glowing revelations of the pencil, and
decorate the public grounds with the costly
chef d'oeuvres of the chisel, is an omen of
good which will be hailed and applauded by
all as a cheering pledge of the progress of re¬
finement. But. whilst they lavish their thou¬
sands upon thos« immobile products of canvass
and marble and bronze, they offer no rtward
for the more exalted, more enduring and re¬
nowned ovatiens of the pen. No fostering
hand from these high places has ever yet in¬
vited the Promethean fire of poetry to animat
the history of our country, which, with all its
harmony of form and wonder of proportion,
lies asleep around the humble vault of Mount
Vernon, ready to spring into life and beauty
at the first kindling touch of this genial in¬
spiration.

Ir surely were a work of supererogation to
introduce the proofs that crowd the records of
the past to show how far above all other stand?
the "divine art" of poesy. W hat are all the
paintings statues, and regalia of Versailles, j
of Fontainbleau and the Tuilleries. compared
with the ''Marseilles Hymn ?;' What the
kingly panoply of gold and gems heaped up
in the Tower of London ; what the collections
of the Royal Academy, or even the time hal¬
lowed shrines of Westminster Abbey, when jcompared with the songs ot Burns, and Dib-
den. and Campbell ? Or what has the world jthat we would lake in exchange for 'k Hail
Columbia" and the 44 Star-Spangled Banner?"
Well might the British statesman exclaim
.. le" mo but write the ballads of a nation,
and I e ire not who makes its laws. '

As far as the living, brea'hing man is above
the cold insensate marble that is made to re¬

present him; as far as the radiant skies of
summer are above the perishable canvass to
whi ch the pain er ha.- transferred their feeble
resemblance, so far is poetry above all omer
art,s that have their mission to console and
r'evate and inspire the immortal mind of
iunn.

in view of these fact?. and considering the
lum iraMe paucity of patriotic songs in my
d>¦ inguished an I beloved country, and will.
th»» hope of being he humble means of a pro¬
per nublic feeling u?>on this interesting sub¬
let.' I have been induced to offer, and do
hereby offcr. the sum of five hund ed dollars
a* a i rite for the best National i oem. Ode oi

E,i-:
The rv.les which will govern the payment

of this sum. are as follows:
1st. I have selected (wi hoot consulting

themi Hie following persons to aet as judges
>r arbiters of the prize thus offered, namely:
The President of the United Stages.
Hon. A. O. P. Nicholson, of Tennessee.
Hon. Chas. limner, of U. S. senate.
Hon. R. M. T. Hunger, do
Hon. Ja.s. C. Jones, do
Hon. .T R. Chandler, of IT. S. II. Reps.
Hon. A ldison White. do do
Hon. Tho=. H. Bayly. do do
Hon. D. T. Disney, do do
Hon. J. P. Kennedy. Secretary of the Navy.
D. J. W. C. Evans, of New Jersey.
D. Tho*. Saunders.
Joseph fja'es,
On.' R. Armstrong. ! of the pre3g>Dr. O. Bailor,
W. W. Season, j

.

Prof. Henry, of *he Smithsonian Institution.
Wm. Sel Ion. late Treasurer of the U. S.
Rev. C. M. Ru'ler, Episcopal Church.
Rev R. R Gurlev. Presbyterian Church.
Rev. S. S. Roszeli. M. E. Church.
Rev. Mr. Donelan. Catholic Church.
2d. The^e sen'leraen. or any three of them.

\re herebv authorized to meet at the Smith¬
sonian Ins'Dutnte, on the second Monday of
De-ember next, at such hour as they may ap¬
point. and there proceed to road and examine

the various poems which may have been re¬

ceived, and to determine which of them is

most meritorious and deserving of the prize.
And [ herebv bind mv*elf to pay the sum

aforementioned forthwith, to whoever they
shall present to me as the person who has
written. wifh»n the time prescribed, the best
National Patriotic Poem, and upon tho repre¬
sentation that he or she is an American citizen.

3d. All communications must be sent to me
at Washington (post paid) before the first
Mond-v in December next, with a full and
comn'ete convevance of the copyright to me
and mv heirs and assigns foreyer-

4th. I herebv hind and obligate myself o

sell the poems thus sent to me as soon as prac¬
ticable. for the highest price, and to give the
proceeds to the poor of the city of Wa h-

^th" No poem will be considered as subject
to this prize which shall not have been writ¬
ten subsequent to this date, and reocive e-

fore the first Monday in
R. W. LATHAM.
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500 PARASOLS, of every quality;
verv cheap

1S00 yards Printed BEREtrES ; cheap4 2000' " "

Plain and Figured SWTSS MUSLIN &
P^aid and Plain CAMBRICS
Maslin Under Sleeves.

WM. R. RILEY, corner 8th st.,
mty 6.lm *pp<*site the Markrt

E. C. CVRRDTGTON.
PAlUrney and CouiiNcller-at-Eaw.

JlACTICES in all the Court3 of the Dis-
trict, and attends to the prosecution of

Claims before Congress and the Executive De-
par* merits.

Office, east wing of the City Ilall
feb 17

R. H. L \bXz,Y,
Attorney ami C1ouu8eIlrr>aMjnw,

T)RACTICES in the Courts of the District,
A and prosecutes claims of every descrip¬
tion before the several Executive Departmentsand bcforo Congress.
13^ Office on Louisiana avenue near Sixth

9trcer" . dec 80

G. L. GIBiiB .ON,
Attorney and CounMellrr-at-Eaw.

PRACTICES in all the Courts of the Dis¬
trict, and attends to the prosecution of

Claims before Congress and the Executive De¬
partment*.
ISP* Office on Louisiana avenue, near 7tli

street- jan 3.

W(LLIAH ft. RAUiTI,
C^EP£NT£E AND BUILDER,

On Maryland Avenue, near Seventh Street,
IS PREPARED to undertake any kind of

BUILDING. REPAIRING attended to
with promptness. up 21.6w

lIARItfMOIV & IimCII.
GREEN HOUSE RESTAURANT,

South aide of Penn. avenue, between 4 J and
6th streets.

WASHINGTON.
ap 25.1m

NEW AUCTION "ND vOlOII cION Si'ORE
Ac lIUTtiIi\GSO\, near

LJ Brown's Hotel, Auction and Commission
Merchants, keep constantly on hand all
kinds of Housekeeping articles, FURNITURl-
FANCY GOODS, HOSIERY, &c.

Also, a lot of Gold and Silver WATCHES
and JEWELRY. mar

YOUTHS, B3jfS', <ND
FASHIONABLE

READY-lIiDE .LOTIII\n AND
OUTFITTING ESTABLISHMENT.

Venn, avenue, between {)th and I\)th streets.
NEXT POOR TO TIIF, IKON IIALL.

fob 24

iXEWtlliAK MTOf R.
TTflLLIAM 0. DREW has just opened hi,-
VV new Store, corner of f*th street an'!
Lousiana avenue, and offers to the public a
*ood assortment of CIGARS, TOBACCO, and
SNUFF.

Call and try for yourselves !
ap 25.tf

AVLNiJ ji HOUSE,
o. W. FK'E\('1I V C O.,

(Late of French's Hotel, Norfolk, Va.)
THIS HOTEL, finished at great expense,

is furnished throughout in the latest and
best style. The rooms are lar^e and airv
and every attention will be paid to the com¬
fort of their guests. Families wishing board
can he accommodated at reasonrble rates.

The charge for day boarders will be
Four dollars per week.

art 11.tf

COO IpE il & nvii *1 4
PLUMBERS AM) GAS-FI TTERS,

Hot-Air and Ilot-Wa^er Furnace Manufac¬
turers,

HA\ ING removed to C street adjoining the
Bank of Washington, would respectfully

invite all persons wanting work in their line
to give them a call, as they intend to do work
in New York stvle and for New York prices

n. I). Cooper is well known to the citizen-
'>f this city as being a general builder, and as

being connected with 'he Hot-Wa-er Furnace-
at the Observatory an 1 Winder's Building,
previous to August, 1851, and Mr. McGiian i-
a practical Plumber from New York.

Call and see us. an 15

TIE rKO?'OIi5TA\
H 'T, CAP, 'NJ FUR iSTAB.I HMENT.
Penna. af'wte, >tortk side, ne.ir 13th street.

washington C'ITV.
.VANS has now on hand one of the best se-E leqted assortment of HATS. CAPS. FURS.

GLOVES, and BONNETS, for Gentlemen. La¬
dies, Youths, and Children ever offered for
sale in this city. Also, CANES UMBREL¬
LAS. Ac.

His stock is all new. and he has determined
to reduce his prices. Those now in want of
anv article in his store can economize bv call¬
ingon EVAN'S,

mar 9 near 13 h street.

E. GODilY & CO ,

^lERm %>'T TAILORS,
9>th street, three doors north of Penn. avenue.

TT^OULD respectfully invite the public to
VV call and examine their stock of CLOTH,
CASSIMERES. and VESTINGS. feeling con¬
fident that they are able to render satisfac¬
tion, in quality of cloth, style of garment, and
last, though not least, in the price to be paid,
may 2.2w
N. B..Two coa* hands wanted. None but

the best need apply.
Or. Rodc'h Dyspepsia Cordial.

THE Liver being the largest gland in th«
human body, it is more frequently de¬

ranged than any other. Then follows Dys¬
pepsia, Constipation. Cold Feet. and Loss
of Appetite.the skin becomes yellow, the
spirits droop, and there is a great aversion to
society. Regulate the Liver, and you correct
all these evils. The surest preparations to
take are DR. ROSE'S celebrated Railroad or

Anti-Bilions Pills. They carry off the bile,
and soon give appetite and strength.
His Dyspepsia Compound should be taken

where a person has been troubled with Dys¬
pepsia a long time. Price 50 cents: but for
Colds, Bilious habits. Jaundice, «£c., take Dr.
Rose's Anti-Bilious or Railroad Pills, a?

they go ahead of all other Pills in their good
effects. 12i and 25 cents per box. For sale
at all the principal Drug Stores.

DTPORTWT TO C\PmLm.

THE UNDERSIGNED has considerable
Territory of valuable patent rights for

sale. A working machine of one of these pat¬
ents can be seen in sucessful operation at his
Office.

GEO. R. WEST, Att'y and Solic'r.
Opp. Patent Office, on F st.. north of

mar25. the Post Office.

ASO.VS PATENT SPERM OIL
for sale, wholesale or retail hv

A HATCH. -TrH

THE TP-HE JOBLE.
EV C. B^.

The only noble of outand,
Is ho who toils with bnast hand ;
He works all day. frc* morn till night.
His look id glad, his fcart is light.
The worker.whate'o:his task may be,
To till the land or fear the hod,.

Wears upon his honei brow,
The royal impress o his God ;

And brighter are his^rops of sweat,
Than gold in glitteri^ diamonds set.

God bless the noble wrking man !
Who builds our citis on the plain,

W ho works the mines pd builds the ships,
And drives the conjaerce of the main ;

God give him all his ights demand:
The only noble of ouiland !

[For the Daily Evening Star.]
Yankee Johaisnis .How *o Vrite the Life of

an Eminent Mav
^ ankee John thinks this in easy mat¬

ter. Beir.g bound to enlightei the public
generally, he will let out the dark as to
how the thing is to be dene.

After your distinguished poet^-or what
not.has received due attention, as to
birth and parentage, which is generally
poor but respectable, and you ^*e at a

loss for.brains.several pages nay be
conveniently filled with an accouit of a

ride he once took ; on which occasbn he
mounted the well known lord so aid so,
or squire that and that's pony. A.fter
remarking that it has been several times
disputed, as to whether that was the
identical pony, you can go on to sub¬
stantiate the fact by certain correspond¬
ence touching the matter; said matter
being of the utmost importance.
San Ban thinks it iccis the pony, be¬

cause Jacco, in his letter to Fan Fan,
describes it as having a white spot on

the tip of the nose. And Faber D.
0., second cousin to lieutenant general
Mutclikin's own cousin, confirming this
impression by certain parts of his diary.
that on the first or second of ., as the
case may be. Sir High Fer Lutin, coming
by his grandfather's house, stopped to
water his horse, which he remembers to
have been marked peculiarly on the tip
(mark the confirmation) of the nose,

though he may be mistaken, as he, Fa
ber I). 0., second cousin to the Lieu¬
tenant General's own cousin, was hardlv

%>

out of petticoats at the time.
After forty pages have established the

fact that Fan Lutin did ride that iden¬
tical pony, fifty are very easily devoted
to the genuineness of Sir Siilee's account
that Fan Lutin took tea with Lad}r Bessy
Frivlus; who treated this remarkable
man.amazing condescension !.with

| marked civility! General Crowe is also
sure that he did take tea with Ladv Bessy,
for his grandfather (who was there) often

spoke of his remark.that "the cheese
was verv fine!'' Lerd Slack corroborates
the above. He distinctly recollects that
Fan Lutin made a faux pas, (in conse¬

quence of poor but humble, &c.,) and spilt
his tea on my Lady's snowy table cloth.
Sir John Tabby puts a padlock on the
assertion, and fastens it by the declaration
that his great great aunt once told him
that she had seen the identical cup.with
a crack in the rim and a large piece
knocked out.which in her mind made
it rather doubtful whether it really was

the cup which Fan Lutin used on that
memorable occasion.

Interspersing three pages or so of mat¬
ter-of-fact. with three hundred of conjec¬
ture or falderol, you make a highly in¬
teresting life, and pay a high compliment
to the stupidity of your readers. An
revoir. Yankee John.

The Man who didn't want to be
Mean..In one of the back towns of a

neighboring State.where it is the custom
for the district school teachers to " board
round," the following incident occurred,
and is vouched for by the highest author¬
ity. A year or two ago an allotment be
ing made in the usual manner for the ben¬
efit of the school mistress, it happened
that the proportion of one man was just
two days and a half. The teacher sat
down to dinner on the third day, and was

beginning to eat, when the man of the
house addressed her as follows:." Mad¬
am, I suppose your boarding time is out
when you eat half a dinner, but as I don't
want to be mean about it, you may eat, if
you choose, about as much as usual!"

The new Post Office envelopes will
probably be distributed in July. They
will be sold at $3.20 per hundred.three
dollars for the stamps and 20 cents for

. thf envelop*-#.

The Headache.
Spare us the infliction of a headache !

The light of the sun is torture.the per¬
fume of flowers intolerable.and one
shrinks from a cheerful smile, and the
kind but officious services of friends, with
a feeling akin to disgust.
When headache rules, the whole house

mourns. No favors are asked, no indi¬
gencies expected, The children run at
the scent of vinegar; they know the rod
is in pickle. Every body seems aware
that the order of the day is, wet banda¬
ges, dark rooms, uniform silence and
gruel.
The headache in its worst stage has a

peculiarly isolating eftect upon the nerves,
as all martys to that complaint testify.
The happiness of others lends no balm to
the throbbing brain, and the light touch
of baby's pink and dimpled fingers, is a
burden hardly to be borne.

.' Will madam have dinner ?"
Heavens! the idea of eating! iSpread

your board with kingly abundance.lus¬
cious fruits appeal in vain. India may
heap high its tropical favors, and all the
rest of the world bring tribute.China
may be favored with a sip of her good old
Bohea.but for the rest, they are mortal
enemies: take them away.

Shall we have music, then ?
Nay ! though pulcet as strains of an¬

gelic harmony, sweet sounds are tuneless
now. They fall on the nerve strung up
to agony, like the rude jarring of discord¬
ant thunder on the delicate sense of the
nightingale. Friendship is at a discount
.leave us alone to battle with the enemy.
All the air is filled with fiendish atoms,
that dance to and fro, and sail away, leav¬
ing one dazzled and blind. Now conic
the waves of fire, glorious in coloring, but
shooting the light of an infernal glory
down into the debts of our anguish, as il
to illumine every chamber of torture, that
pain may riot in full view of the misery

! she inflicts.
Oh, for the silence ofa desert! the thick

blackness of a dungeon ! the soft repost
of an Edencouch, where the heated tem
pies may be pillowed on the thickest and
balmiest mosses. Hush the rude laugh.
Tread as you would upon beds of the
choicest flowers. Bring the icy lotion

¦ that sucks fever from the vitals. Let cool
,
ness and darkness and silence join in win

i ning the harsh distemper from the tene
I m«.nt in which hehas well nigh ovcrthrowr

j reason and all her attributes. Be ver^
| tender of those who suffer from this ex

| cruciating complaint.
jt

| Loafers ix Editorial Rooms..W<
protest, not only in our behalf, but nl.se
of the editorial fraternity general] v
against the intrusive impertinence o

' | those who may be styled "sanctum loun
II gers." Men of business are always wel
, j come in business hours, and business
. j places : whether they come to seek aid 01

to bring aid. But 'the mere loafer whe
j dawdles about the editorial room, drib

i blinq- out h'"s insipid nonsense, about.
, nothing, is a nuisance, "most intolerable

I
and not to be endured." Again we say
to loafers only, keep out of the sanctum
or look out for the big bull dog under thi

; | Editor's table ! He is a terribly savag<
; j fellow, and can bite as well as bark : and
what is more, he can scent a loafer as fai
las Carl vie says a London cocknev cai

j smell a Yankee..N. Y. Mirror.
We haven't any big bull dog will

j which to welcome loafers, but for big rati
; we are sufficient. Just let them get on*

and loaferdom is a departed fact
Seriously though, the last pla.-e in th<
world a human being should loaf, is in a:
editorial room. An editor always ha:

i his hands and head full of business, anr

,
loafers are in the way. Any man of com
mon sense can see that he is not wantec
when he enters an editorial room, unlesf
he has business, and just so long onhi a?

that lasts. Make it a point of religior
,
and honor, never to go into an editorial
room unless for some purpose connectec
with the paper.and stop the shortest pos¬
sible time..Boston Bee.

'.4 Them's our sentiments!"

A Mistake n Words..A worthv deacor
in Connecticut, hired a journevmau farm
er, from a neighboring town, for the sum
mer, and induced him.although he was
unaccustomed to church going.to accom¬

pany the family to church, on the firsi
Sabbath of his stay. Upon their returr
to the Deacon's house, he asked his 4 hirec
man1 how he liked the preaching. H(
said that he didn't like to hear any min¬
ister 4 preach politics.'

" I am very sure you heard no politics
to day," said the Deacon.

441 am sure that I did," said the man
44 Mention the passages," said the Dea¬

con. x
441 will. He said 4 if the federalist*

scarcely are saved, where will the demo¬
crats appear.' "

44 Ah," said the Deacon. 44 you mistake
.these were the words.4 if the righteous
scarcely are saved, how will the ungodlj
and wicked appear !' "

44 Oh, yes," said the man, 44 he might
j have used those words, but I knew darned
i vrell v7hat ke Tr.c>ct \"

A Funny Way to Examine a Ikjoomo
j ttve..Last Saturday, as the Express
train from Montreal was running: with
all steain up, to make time between St.
John's and Rouse's Point, the engineer
observed a woman standing: in the centre
of the track, frantically swinging a bas¬
ket. The whistle was immediately
sounded to break, and with great exer¬
tion the train was brought to rest within
a few feet of the woman who neither
moved from the track, nor etinccd the
slightest fear. The engineer, conductor,
and brakeman ran up to the woman, and
enquired eagerly the cause of her signal.
"La," said she, " T never seed one of them
ar machines before in my life, and I do
declare it's the funniest thing I ever did
see!' Enough said, and no more was
said by the conductor except a faint mut¬
ter."Scic-a-ree.".Rouse's Poiiit Adver*
tiscr.

A Gkeat Raise..A young man, evi¬
dently a bachelor, as he had in the mean¬
time to do his own cooking, &c., recently
produced with his own hands, in Georgia,
11 bales of cotton, average weight, 450
pounds; 45 barrels of corn; 25 bushels of
potatoes; 500 bundles of cits: and a

quantity of wheat, fodder and vegetables.
He can evidently support a wife1, and de¬
serves one.

The last Liberia Herald received in
this country contains a proclamation from
President Roberts implicating the British
government in the slave trade, by buying
emigrants for her West India apprentice
system ! Lovely Britain !
The Charleston Standard thinks that

Mrs. Singleton, now living in the Wil¬
liamsburg district, in that State, is the
oldest woman in the world. She is now
in the one hundred and thirty-first year
ol her age. Her mental faculties are still
unimpaired.
The sale ofcanal lands in Illinois com-

menced on the 10th. Prairie land brought
from 84 to 85 per acre, and timbered $8

j to 816-, being an average of 70 per cent.,
above the appraisement.

Mr. Yanderbilt, the New ^ork papers
I say, recently sold out his S.aten Island
possessions, including ferry boats, with
all appertaining thereunto, for the good

-: round sum of $600,000.
. j Wages in Ireland, owing to the "con¬

tinued exodus, have reached a higher
point than even during the war." A

| large railroal contractor, reports t(n
! shillings per week, as the lowest rate at
which he can now procure laborers of an
ordinarv class.

j The Baltimore Argus wishes to know
whether they have a Steiuberger among

] them, whose speculations some years
| back not only affected that market, but
had its influence upon this.
A young woman about twenty years of

age, was imprisoned in the Movamensing
prison, at Philadelphia.last Thursday, at
her own request for thir:y days. She
gave as a reason the want of food", friends,
and a home.

j The Maine papers give the names of
ninety eight citizens ef that State, prin¬
cipally from Somerset county, who have

j recently sailed for Australia. Among
: them were three women with their hus-
bands.

i
The Earl of Ellesmore. Sir John Lyell,

I and party, have engaged apartments at
j the Metropolitan Hotel, New York, duringtheir stay at the World's Fair.

Samuel White, who was convicted, in
Boston, for robbing Mr. J. S. Ellis, a
broker, of about $7,000, has been sen¬
tenced to three years hard labor in th«
State Prison.
The Board of Public Works of Vir¬

ginia, on Saturday last, made the State
subscription of 860,000 to organize the
Alexandria, Loudon, and Hampshire Rail¬
road Company.
Hon. II. W. Ilillard, of Alabama has

been recently elected a correspondingj member of the Imperial Academical So¬
ciety of Cherburg, in France.
An English company are about to con¬

struct a ship canal across the Isthmus of
Darien, between Xorth and South Ameri¬
ca, to connect the Atlantic and Pacific
Oceans.
The Governor of Massachusetts, all the

Senators, and one-half of the Representa¬
tives. have subscribed one day's pay each
towards the Washington Monument.
Lawns or grass plats should be mown

as often as once a fortnight, if it is de¬
sired to secure a fine, smooth turf.
The Georgia Baptist Suite Convention

was in session last month at Atlanta.
A California Academy of Natural Sci¬

ence is talked of.
The journeymen bricklayers of Boston

now work ten hours per day.
LouUril^61 FMniljr 1Pe Perfbm5n« W
A Convention of the Printers of Louisi-

.na * tc t? held Et Bates Ttouye. tfuly 4


